
September 2013- District 3 Newsletter 
From the Desk of Councilwoman, Mary Pietila 

MPietila@pontiac.mi.us Office Hours by Appointment 
Phone: 248-758-3319 Thursdays and Fridays 

Last month, the newsletter announced that Greg Richards had stepped up and is interested and will
ing to Chair the District Wide meetings .... Now there is a venue for the meeting: 212 Baldwin Road, 
in the meeting room. 212 is the Baldwin Center to be held the 2nd Saturday of each month, 12:00-1:30 
p.m. The invitation is also extended by the Staff at the Center for anyone interested; they are wel
come to partake in the lunch program, free of charge. The meetings will begin on Saturday October 
12, 2013. If you still want the our bi, just let me know and I will continue it also. 

' ' ''' ''''''''''' ''' '''' ' ' ' ' '' ' '''' ''''''''''' ''''''' '''' ''''''' '' ~ Elections are upcoming November 5th. If you are not able to make it to the polls on the 5th, open from ~ 
~ 7:00a.m. to 8:00p.m. at Baldwin Center (7&8) or Alcott Elementary (9) depending on your precinct number ~ 
~ for various reasons, have you considered absentee voting? You can do it even if you are in your 20's in ~ 

' some situations. Contact the City Clerks office if you would like a ballot application sent to you, or go into ' 
~the office and fill out the application and your ballot at the same time ... Every vote counts, it only takes one ~ 
~vote to make a difference, that one vote could be yours. ~ 
' Our Mayoral choices are: City Council District 3 ' 
~ 1.) Leon B. Jukowski (Incumbent) Mary Pietila (Incumbent) ~ 
' 2.) Deirdre Waterman Colleen Jean Kavanaugh ' 
~ 3.) Donald Watkins {Write-in) (current District 5 Councilman) ~ 

' ' ~ Library Board : Vote for no more than 6 ~ 
~ Joyce Allen (incumbent) Ronnie Karpinski ~ 
' Deidre Waterman (incumbent) Rosie Lance-Richardson ' 
~ Roger Derby (incumbent) Juliene Dixon Jenkins ~ 
' Vernita Duvall Evelyn Floretta LeDuff ' 
~ Deveda L. Travis ~ 

' ' ' ' ''''' ' ' '''''' ' ' '' ' ' ' ' '''' ''' '''' '''' ''' '''' ' ' ''''' '''''''''' '' r-- - -------- -------------------------------------------- ----------1 
Have a new Center opening in the area to help the kids with tutoring and after school programs; but before they can do 
it, the do need repairs to the building, in the way of plumbing and HVAC. The organization is called Center for Success, 
they have purchased the old CATI office, at 251 E. Rundell. The problem is when the officers were laid off and the build
ing closed it was vandalized and stripped of it's pipes and furnaces. They are unable to cover the cost ofthe repairs and 
we are hoping someone or multiple someone's would be kind enough to donate some time in helping with them so they 
can get the program up and running, before long. If you can help or know anyone who can. Please call Stephanie at 248-
894-8201 or a familiar person, Doris Burks Taylor from District 6 at 248-334-1508. They are also collecting any kids 
books or board games as well, for the center. Thank you in advance for any and all help, even if it's just mentioning it to 
someone who may lend a hand . 

•....................................................................................................................................... , . . 
: The Lighthouse Thanksgiving Basket Signup will be occurring Sept 23rd -Sept 27th. 9:00a.m. & 3:00p.m. : . . 
: Using Door C @ Lighthouse of Oakland County, 46156 Woodward Ave. Pontiac : 
! You will need ! . . 
: 1.} Identification, 2.} Birth certificates 3.) Social Security Cards for all eligible members 4.} proof of House- : . . 
: hold income and you MUST BE A RESIDENT OF OAKLAND COUNTY TO QUALIFY. : . . 
: If you lost or misplaced the SS card you can apply for another at the SS Office on Pontiac Road ... in the past it took ; . . 
: about a week, but you can ask for a printout there. : . . . : 
~ ......•••••••...........•••.••.•.••••...••...•••.•..•..............•....••••.•.•••••..••............•••••••.••..•••••••••••.•••....•...• 



I am still getting calls from residents, on easy fix matters, which you can handle, by making a phone call to 
2488584951. It's hard for me to do it, when I'm not there to see what kind of car it is, what the people look 
like. Tall, short, slim, stocky, coloring of the car or clothes. But you see it all, and please don't assume be
cause you don't see the patrol car they are not in the area and the bad guys will get away before they come 
out.. .. A description of clothing and skin color can be wonderful assets, to someone who is trained to use 
them ... and often, other patrol cars will respond if they are free in their section. To break it down to what I 
am saying, last weekend while I was walking in the neighborhoods on the North end, I used a residents 
house phone, and reported without identifying who I was, that cars were running the stop sign and driving 
with some speed in the neighborhood of a four way stop. Before 10 minutes were up there were two patrol 
cars on that same street, with traffic stops in progress. In a matter of an hour and a half, I was told, they 
impounded 3 cars, and issued 11 tickets: to people who were disobeying either the stop signs or speeding. 
So although you may not see them, or think they are out in the open and will not be effective ... as I heard 
one Deputy was told last weekend, by a resident. I would say lets be grateful that they are out there, help
ing us with our neighborhoods; but again they are not mind readers, and are covering the whole section. 

============================ 
October 5, 2013 Pontiac will be taking part in the Helping Hands 4 Detroit, with all 29 parks, Clinton River 
Trails in Pontiac, Selected Vacant Lots and abandoned properties being cleaned ... if you would like to volun
teer, please let me know as soon as possible as there is a lot of coordination to take place, the volunteers 
will not have a staging place but will report directly to the site to be worked with. Councilpersons are inter
acting with the agency to coordinate for their district. Also needed will be Trucks for removing the debris. 
Again that's on Saturday October 5, 2013 from 9:00 to 3:00p.m. We definitely will be working with Lake
side and North Kiwanis parks ... as well as another area that is brought to my attention, this next two weeks. 
If you know of any vacant lots that you feel need to be addressed, please submit that location. 

"= = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = d 

A final note for this month: For the last 3 years and 8 months, it has been my pleasure and honor to serve 
you as your Councilwoman. While every Council has had it's challenges, we have had more than the usual. 
Unlike previous one's this Council is the only one, who in their four year term, had to work under a state 
appointed governance, and still stood strong. We took care of business, getting matters accomplished, in a 
smaller capacity, but at the same time, it was without any office staff to help with our phones, correspon
dence and scheduling, since December of 2006. We received no pay for a two year period, yet all but two 
of us are looking forward to continuing our service to the City of Pontiac and it's residents. We listened to 
our residents and responded when they spoke to us, and although we were not allowed to direct the de
partments with requests from you the residents, found ways to overcome that. This year, we partnered 
with Rebuild Oakland, 111ow to moderate income families in a target area, had homes repaired in District 3. 
Four years ago partnered with the Pontiac Police Department officer in and Oakland County Sheriff Depu
ties ran program, to shut down some houses and businesses of illegal behaviors and practices, cleaned up 
some neighborhoods; Since the contract with OCSD, began in 2011, ensuring that ordinances are not being 
so blatantly violated. For first time since 2009 houses are being demolished and new businesses are coming 
into the City including our District. The EM is gone, yet we still have some restrictions, in a 13 page directive 
left by the last one, which we will have to follow for a minimum of two years. But we will get through that 
too, if you the residents feel that we are worthy of it. 

To help you with your decision: The League of women Voters has sent each candidate 2 requests, 1 for a 
biography and 2.our 3 top priorities and how we would address it, the voter guides will be on or before Sep
tember 23, 2013@ www.LWVOA.org. 




