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Is Your Home Improvement Project Lake and River Friendly? 
What a rewarding feeling it is to complete your own home improvement project! But did you know certain practices 
could contribute to water quality problems in our lakes and rivers if special care isn't taken? Certain materials like 
paint and driveway sealants can negatively affect our lakes and rivers if they are not disposed of properly.  
Remember, where pollution is concerned, every home is located in a watershed and should be considered 
waterfront property!  
 
Environmentally friendly techniques should be followed for painting and concrete repair/installation projects in and 
around your home.  The following suggestions will help you to decrease the amount of pollution from home 
improvement projects. 
 
Painting Do's & Don'ts 
Paint, thinner, solvents, rags and brushes should never end up in a river or lake. These materials contain chemicals 
that can harm aquatic animals and other wildlife and degrade water quality. 

• Choose water based paints over oil-based paints. They are less toxic. 
• Don't use paints over 15 years old as they may contain toxic levels of lead. 
• Excess paint, thinners, solvents, empty aerosol cans, lead paint chips and chemical paint stripping residue, 

including saturated rags, are considered hazardous waste and should be taken to a household hazardous 
waste site. 

• Reuse paint thinner or cleaning solvents. Set aside in a closed jar to settle out paint particles, and then 
pour off clear liquid for future use. 

• Save unused paint or donate it to an organization. 

Driveway or Patio Repair/Installation 
Remember, anything that enters a storm drain directly discharges into our lakes and rivers.  Never use your hose 
as a broom to clean off concrete surfaces! 

• Never wash excess material from bricklaying or patio/driveway construction projects into a storm drain. 
Also, never hose down driveways, sidewalks, or streets into storm drains. 

• Collect and reuse excess sand and gravel. 
• Set up and operate small mixers on heavy tarps or drop cloths. 
• Apply driveway sealants when no rain is forecasted.  

Try to minimize the use of impervious surfaces and slope such surfaces toward vegetated areas. Impervious 
surfaces are those surfaces that do not allow water to infiltrate into the soil, such as concrete driveways and 
patios. Impervious surfaces increase the volume and velocity of surface runoff and contribute to water quality 
problems in our lakes and rivers. 
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