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CITY OF PONTIAC 

PLANNING COMMISSION 

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 1, 2017 

6:30 P.M. 

Meeting before the Planning Commission, at 

47450 Woodward Avenue, 2nd Floor, Council Chambers, 

Pontiac, Michigan 48342. 

BOARD COMMISSIONERS:  

Dayne Thomas, Chairman 
Ashley Fegley, Vice Chair 
Mayor Deirdre Waterman, Commissioner  
Mona Parlove, Commissioner 
Christopher Northcross, Commissioner 
Lucy Payne, Commissioner 
Hazel Cadd, Commissioner 
 
CITY OFFICIALS PRESENT: 

Charles Smith, Project Manager  
 
MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC ADDRESSING THE PLANNING COMMISSION: 

Andy Guest 
Arthur Scarsborough 
Felicia Scarsborough 
James Bendo 
Robert Johnson 
Chuck Johnson 
 
MINUTES RECORDED BY: 
Quentina R. Snowden, (CSR-5519) 
Certified Shorthand Reporter 
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1. CALL TO ORDER: 
 

Chairman Thomas called meeting to order at  
6:32 p.m.  

 
2. ROLL CALL: 

 
  PRESENT: Dayne Thomas, Chairman 

Ashley Fegley, Vice Chair 
Mayor Deirdre Waterman, Commissioner  
Mona Parlove, Commissioner 
Christopher Northcross, Commissioner 
Lucy Payne, Commissioner 
Hazel Cadd, Commissioner 

 
  Mr. Smith reported a quorum is present.  
 
3. COMMUNICATIONS: (None.) 

 
4. ADOPTION OF MINUTES:  January 27, 2017 and  

February 1, 2017  

5. NEW BUSINESS (None.) 

6. PUBLIC HEARINGS AND SITE PLAN REVIEWS:    
 

6.1 PF-17-015 Site Plan Review and Special Exception 
Permit, to allow for expansion of a school in an 
R-1 Single Family Dwelling zone district. 

 
Parcel No: 14-15-251-001 
Property Address:  1300 Giddings Rd. (Notre Dame 
Prep. School and Marist Academy) 
Location:  Property is located along the east side of 
Giddings Road. 
Applicant:  Notre Dame Prep. School and Marist 
Academy 
 
(Presentation of facts given by Mr. Smith.) 
 

Chairman Thomas invited the Petitioner to address the 
Planning Commission. 
 

Mr. Andy Guest, head of the school, 1300, 1425 and 
1389 Giddings Road, Pontiac.  He indicated he's been 
in front of the Board multiple times.  He indicated 
they just had their ribbon-cutting ceremony earlier 
in the week, opening six additional classrooms, 
restrooms and new entranceway. 
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He indicated last year they won a beautification 
award from the City of Pontiac. 
 
He gave a recitation of the history of the school. 
 
He indicated the new project is roughly 26,000 square 
feet, which would add eight classrooms, two science 
labs, a prep area, a robotics center, two art studios 
and a greenhouse.  It's a 7.4 million dollar project.   
 

 Chairman Thomas opened discussion from the Board. 
 

Commissioner Northcross indicated it's good to hear 
the school is growing, and reserved further comments. 

 
 Commissioner Cadd indicated she approves of what the 

school is doing. 
 

Mayor Waterman indicated she is pleased with the 
school, as well.  She asked they are expecting more 
students.  And questioned if there will be increased 
traffic in the area and how that would affect the 
environment around the school.  She also asked the 
applicant to express his vision, what their five-year 
strategic plan is. 

 
 Mr. Guest indicated it will expand their capacity 

somewhat, but they are not building it to grow the school 
considerably in size, it's more they don't have the space 
to implement the programs that they currently have.  He 
indicated the international baccalaureate curriculum 
demands a lot more cross-functional learning and 
collaboration space.  He indicated they are at 98 percent 
capacity.  He indicated they can probably take in another 
50 children in the high school, and probably another 50 in 
the middle school.  He stated they don't want to go much 
beyond that, and part of that is from a practical 
standpoint, they're a strong division 2 school when it 
comes to athletics. 

 
 Long-term, he indicated they just finished a six-year 

strategic planning process.  He indicated they do have a 
master plan that includes more facilities and more growth 
over the next 20 years, but that they can only do things 
one at a time as they can afford to pay for it.  He 
indicated about 50 percent of this project is being paid 
for out of fundraising proceeds. 

 
 He indicated other things they would like to build at some 

point is another athletic stadium, add a few more tennis 
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courts, another baseball and softball diamond in, and 
another gymnasium at the lower division campus at some 
point. 

 
Commissioner Parlove indicated it is an honor to have 
the school in the City of Pontiac.  She indicated 
that her brother went to Pontiac Catholic and further 
explained that he donated a kidney to his mother-in-
law.  She thanked the applicant for inspiring him.  
She further indicated that she has a niece and nephew 
who graduated from the school, as well.  She 
indicated she is excited about what is going on at 
the school. 

 
 Commissioner Payne also thanked the applicant, indicating 

children are our future.  She indicated her nephew 
graduated from the school, and has another nephew who also 
attended the school.   

 
 She questioned whether a letter of intent went out to the 

neighbors from the school itself, and if any relationship 
has been built between the neighboring homes. 

 
Mr. Guest indicated they don't have many neighbors, 
that they are kind of contained.  He indicated that 
Calvary Church is to the south of them.  He indicated 
they love what they have done in the area because 
it's actually improved security. 
 
He indicated the neighbors to the west, last summer, 
had a wedding and asked if they could utilize the 
school's parking lot.  The school allowed them to do 
that. 
 
He indicated as far as the apartment complexes, they 
used to get complaints many, many years ago when 
there was a football game that it was loud, but he 
indicated the school was there before the apartments.  
He indicated most people actually enjoy it.  They 
like sitting on their decks and listening to the 
occasional football game. 

 
 Vice Chair Fegley indicated she did not have any questions 

at this time, just that she thinks it's a great plan and 
she's excited about the school's vision. 

 
Chairman Thomas indicated he has no questions, but 
indicated he's watched the growth over the years and 
that he's impressed by the growth and how that has 
impacted the City of Pontiac.  He indicated it's a 
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stunning campus.  He commended the school for the 
crossover diversification across other religions and 
cultures. 

 
 Chairman Thomas opened the public hearing. 
 

Arthur Scarborough, 24 Greenwoode Lane, Pontiac, 
Michigan.  He asked for clarification of where the 
project is. 

 
 Mr. Guest pointed out where the project is. 
 

Mr. Arthur Scarborough indicated that when they got 
the notices, it was vague as to where the 
construction was going to be.  He indicated he 
supports the project. 

 
 Ms. Felicia Scarsborough asked if the school is going to 

fix Giddings Road. 
 

Mr. Guest indicated they don't have the authority to 
do that.  He indicated they applied for a special 
grant for some State of Michigan and Federal funds to 
do the intersection of Walton and Giddings.  He 
indicated that cost $250,000, and that that was a big 
expense for them, and it's something the school 
wouldn't normally pay for. 

 
 Ms. Felecia Scarsborough asked if the entrance is going to 

change. 
 

Mr. Guest indicated they are not changing the 
entrance. 

 
 James Bendo, 1305 Giddings Road, Pontiac, Michigan.  He 

indicated his only issue is that Giddings Road is in need 
of repair.  He indicated the school has been great, and 
that the upkeep of the property is appreciated. 

 
  Chuck Johnson indicated he has no comments. 
 
 Chairman Thomas closed the public hearing. 
 

Commissioner Northcross indicated he had no further 
comments. 
 

Commissioner Cadd indicated she had no further comments. 
 

Mayor Waterman just wanted to address Giddings Road.  
She stated that it is a concern, and that they City 
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is trying to play catch-up to address issues like 
this.  She indicated she has asked the DPW to provide 
her a capital plan for the streets going forward.  
She indicated the City has approximately 40 million 
dollars to get everything repaired, and applying for 
grants, as well. 

 
 Commissioner Parlove had no further comments other than 

she supports the project and thanked the applicant. 
 
  Commissioner Payne congratulated the applicant. 
 
 Vice Chair Fegley had no further comments. 
 

Chairperson Thomas commended the applicant on their 
success over the years. 
 
Motion was made by Commissioner Parlove to approve 
the proposed site plan review and special exception 
permit for 1300 Giddings Road, PF-1705, subject to 
compliance conditions listed within the 
recommendation, compliance with all building 
construction codes, engineering standards, fire codes 
and all City permitting requirements.  

 
Seconded by Commissioner Payne. 

 
AYES:   Thomas, Cadd, Fegley, Waterman, 

Parlove, Payne, Northcross. 
  NAYS: (None.) 

ABSTAIN: (None.) 
 

MOTION CARRIES 7-0-0  
 

7. OLD BUSINESS: (None.) 
  

8. OTHER ITEMS:  (None.) 
 

9. PUBLIC COMMENTS:    
 
Robert Johnson, Novi, Michigan.  He indicated he 
is interested in doing some development with the 
City.  He would like to create a development 
plan for some properties and inquired as to who 
the proper person would be to go through that 
process. 

 
 Mr. Smith directed Mr. Johnson to City Planner, James 

Sabo. 
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Chuck Johnson, 375 S. Boulevard E, Pontiac, 
Michigan.  He indicated the Commission has a lot 
to do with what residents of the City are 
desirous of.  He spoke of the plans and ideas 
that the Oakland County Executive has.  He 
indicated that he would like to see less 
scrapyards. 

 
 Chairman Thomas addressed Mr. Johnson's concern regarding 

the scrapyards, indicating the sites that were recently 
approved were not practical for any other use, they were 
industrial and toxic sites. 

 
Mayor Waterman commented about unused industrial 
properties.  She also commented on the State of 
the County Address. 

 
 Commissioner Northcross stated that if the residents have 

questions about what the Commission and City is trying to 
do, that they should refer back to the Master Plan. 

 
Chairman Thomas indicated that almost everyone 
on the current Planning Commission Board sat on 
the Master Plan.  He indicated it was a very 
detailed plan. 

 
 Commissioner Parlove commented on the scrapyard issue, as 

well. 
 

Commissioner Payne had an announcement that on 
March 3rd District 5 will be holding a meeting. 

 
 Mayor Waterman announced that the applications for the 

Neighborhood Empowerment Project are due March 31st. 
 

Chairman Thomas announced that the GM Modern 
Housing Neighborhood Association will be coming 
forward with a request for funds. 

 
 Commissioner Northcross announced that on March 28th at 

6:00 to 7:30 p.m. at St. Johns United Methodist Church 
there will be a town hall meeting for the residents to 
discuss the odors coming from the sewerage treatment  
plant. 

Commissioner Payne reminded everyone of the 
planning and zoning training that is coming up. 
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10. ADJOURNMENT: 
 
Commissioner Parlove made a motion for adjournment; 
Mayor Waterman seconded. 

 
(All ayes to adjourn.) 
 
ADJOURNMENT: 7:32 p.m. 
 
Minutes certified by: 
 

_____________________________ 
/s/ Quentina Rochelle Snowden, CSR-5519 
QRS Court Reporting, LLC 
800.308.0068 

 


