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Charting Pontiac’s path forward: The 2015 State of the City Address  
 

Mayor Deirdre Waterman will share her vision for Pontiac — a city that’s emerged from financial crisis and is 
surging forward with $754 million in expected investment from dozens of economic development projects — 
in the 2015 State of the City Address on Monday, June 29 at the Lafayette Grande.  
 
Landmark developments that are underway include the Strand Theatre, Slow’s Bar-B-Q, M1 Concourse, 
Bloomfield Park and a $124 million investment by General Motors. A federally funded economic recovery 
plan that will underpin Pontiac’s future growth launches this summer.  
 
The city has established a multimillion-dollar surplus for the first time in years, experienced a 37 percent drop 
in violent crime and a 9 percent rise in property values. One-third of the city’s 900 identified blighted homes 
were demolished in 12 months after Mayor Waterman’s new, multi-pronged blight strategy was established.  
 
“The renewed spirit of civic engagement is one of the themes I will highlight in the address,” Waterman said. 
“We will pay tribute to all the volunteers who serve on city boards and commissions, as well as the churches, 
non-profit groups and other organizations that have formed to move the agenda forward. They all have played 
a great role in Pontiac's revitalization.” 
 
IF YOU GO:  
 

The 2015 State of the City Address is free and open to the public. Doors open at 6 p.m. on Monday, June 29 at 
Lafayette Grande, located at 1 Lafayette Street in downtown Pontiac. A cash bar is available. The 2015 State 
of the City program begins at 7 p.m. and is followed by an 8:30 p.m. mix-and-mingle reception.  
 
Entertainment will be provided by the Men of Grace and students from the Michigan School of the Arts, a 
charter school located in Pontiac. The 2015 State of the City Address is hosted by Thomas Kimble, president 
of AARP Michigan, and WDIV-TV reporter Paula Tutman is mistress of ceremonies.  
 
For more information or to schedule an interview with Mayor Deirdre Waterman, contact Jaki Holzer at 248-
758-3133 or jholzer@pontiac.mi.us.  
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