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Act 207, P.A. of 1921 provides that a City may establish a Board of Appeals to hear requests for 
variances to the literal application of the provision of the Zoning Ordinance where, by reason of 
peculiar conditions unnecessary hardship may result from strict conformity.  

The Board of Appeals has not power to legislate. Its purpose is to provide a measure of flexibility 
for the Zoning Ordinance. The Board has the authority upon appeal, to vary the provisions of the 
Zoning Ordinance where practical difficulty and unnecessary hardship would result by rigid 
application of the regulations. 

The Board of Appeals can grant a variance only where an unusual circumstance leads to 
unnecessary hardship for the particular property owner.  

It has been upheld in the courts that merely because an owner can secure a greater return from 
his property by changing its uses is not sufficient grounds for requesting a variance. A hardship 
must be something other than of a financial nature.  

If you wish to appear before the Board of Appeals, you must show that the following conditions 
exist, and so indicate of the attached application form. 

1.) That there are exceptional or extraordinary circumstances or conditions applying to the property 
in question as to the intended use of the property that do not generally apply to the other 
properties in the same Zoning District.  
 

2.) That such a variance is necessary for the preservation and enjoyment of a substantial property 
right similar to that possessed by other properties in the same Zoning District and in the vicinity. 
 
 

3.) That the authorizing of such a variance will not be of substantial detriment to adjacent property 
and will not materially impair the intent and purposes of the Ordinance. 
 

4.) Plans drawn to scale showing shape and dimension of lots, buildings and lines of proposed 
building to be erected, altered or use change, Such other information with regard to lot or 
neighboring lots, proposed uses, as may be deemed necessary.  
 
 

5.) Filling fee to be paid to the Office of Land Use and Strategic Planning, when the application for 
hearing is submitted. Checks should be made payable to the ‘City of Pontiac.’ 
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