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Keeping pollution out of storm drains will help improve water quality in   

Southeast Michigan, according to SEMCOG  
  

 A recent survey by SEMCOG, the Southeast Michigan Council of Governments, showed that 43 
percent of Southeast Michigan residents don't know where their stormwater goes after it enters 
the storm drain or roadside ditch. To help residents make this connection, SEMCOG and the 
Southeast Michigan Partners for Clean Water encourage residents to "Help keep pollution out of 
storm drains," the third tip in an ongoing public education campaign aimed at improving water 
quality in the seven-county Southeast Michigan region.  
  
Storm drains and roadside ditches lead to our lakes and streams. Therefore, any oil, pet waste, 
leaves, or dirty water from washing cars or other outside activities that enters a storm drain gets 
into the region's lakes and streams…untreated.  
  
What can individuals do? Following one or more of these simple tips can help keep our water 
clean.  
 

• Sweep it. Do you have extra fertilizer, grass clippings, or dirt on your driveway? Sweep it 
back onto your lawn. Hosing your driveway sends these pollutants into storm drains that 
lead to our lakes and rivers.  

• Keep it clean. Whether in the street or in your yard, remember to keep leaves, grass 
clippings, trash, and fertilizers away from storm drains.  

• Only rain in the drain. Never dump motor oil, chemicals, pet waste, dirty or soapy water, 
or anything else down the storm drain. Once down the storm drain, all of these materials 
pollute our lakes and streams.  

• Label it. Volunteer to label storm drains in your neighborhood to inform residents that they 
flow directly to our lakes and streams. Encourage friends and neighbors to contact their 
local community for more information on storm drain stenciling programs.  

 
  
 The "Our Water. Our Future. Ours to Protect." campaign focuses on Seven Simple Steps to 
Clean Water � things that Southeast Michigan citizens can do to help improve water quality.  
 The Seven Simple Steps to Clean Water are:  

1. Help keep pollution out of storm drains.  
2. Fertilize caringly and sparingly.  
3. Carefully store and dispose of household cleaners, chemicals, and oil.  
4. Clean up after your pet.  
5. Practice good car care.  
6. Choose earth friendly landscaping.  
7. Save water.  



 "The campaign emphasizes that individual actions have a direct impact on the rivers, lakes, and 
streams that we all enjoy," explains Paul Tait, Executive Director of SEMCOG. "The tips we're 
suggesting might include some minor adjustments in habits that result in cost-free protection of 
water resources. There are thousands of miles of rivers and thousands of lakes in Michigan. 
That's why we're all part of the solution."   
  
As this is an ongoing campaign, steps will be introduced individually throughout the year to 
inform citizens of what they can do to enhance water quality. The first step released in the spring 
was "fertilize caringly and sparingly." The second step released in the summer was "practice 
good car care." SEMCOG surveys have shown a willingness on the part of the public to take 
action to protect water resources.   
  
Additional information, as well as all of the posters and tip cards, can be found on the "Our 
Water. Our Future. Ours to Protect." Web site, accessible from SEMCOG's home page at 
www.semcog.org.  
 
The Southeast Michigan Partners for Clean Water formed to engage the public in activities that 
protect our water resources through continued awareness, knowledge, and action. The 
partnership includes representatives from SEMCOG, various counties, communities, watershed 
councils, public sector, and water-quality professionals in Southeast Michigan.  
  
SEMCOG is a regional planning partnership of local governmental units serving 4.9 million 
people in the seven-county region of Southeast Michigan striving to enhance the region's quality 
of life.  
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